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Fostering puppies!

“It’s so 
gratifying to take in 

frightened little puppies 
and see them develop into 
confident, playful young 

dogs.”
Paul has fostered 15 puppies in 

addition to having three 
dogs of his own

We regularly have puppies abandoned with us and 
always need people willing to offer them temporary 
foster homes. The shelter is a dangerous place for young 
puppies – even 24 hours there puts them at high risk 
of fatal illness, and the socialisation and experience of 
living in a home they receive while being fostered is 
important for their development into happy family pets.

Here are some of the questions we are asked 
most often about fostering puppies. 
What is involved in fostering a puppy?
The puppies will need the usual every day care – feeding, 
taking out to the toilet, taking to the vet when needed etc. 
But what they really need more than anything is to play, 

to be loved and to feel safe.

How many puppies would I have to take?
Sometimes we get single puppies, occasionally 
litters of as many as eight. You wouldn’t need 
to take that many, although we do like to foster 
litters in groups of two or three to help with their 
socialisation and early development.

How long would I have to look after  
the puppies?

It could be anywhere from 1-12 weeks, depending on how 
soon we can find permanent homes for them. If you can’t 

commit to that long, don’t worry – we also need fixed period homes 
for when other foster carers go away. Once the puppies are old enough, they 
can go into the shelter although we avoid that wherever possible.

Do you provide the food?
Yes, we can provide the food, but if you can afford to buy it yourself, that 
would help our funds enormously!

What about all the bits and pieces a puppy needs?
Puppies don’t really need as much as pet shops would have you think! We can 
provide a crate for them to sleep in and can usually provide collars and leads. 
Feed & water bowls can simply be old ice-cream/margarine containers and 
an old towel is perfect for warm bedding.



Do I need to take them to the vet?
All our puppies need vaccinating as soon as possible and 
may require other treatments which require vet visits. We 
work with Zoosaúde who have clinics in Penela, Miranda 
do Corvo, Ansião, Cabaços, Figueiró dos Vinhos and 
Castanheira da Pêra and also visit the shelter (near Avelar) 
every Friday. If you are able to take the puppies to one of 
these locations it would help a great deal, otherwise we 
should be able to arrange for another volunteer to help 
with transport. All treatments go on our account.

Could my own dog catch diseases from  
the puppies?

As long as your dogs are fully vaccinated, there 
shouldn’t be any problems. If your own dogs are not 

vaccinated, we cannot place puppies with you as 
the risk to the puppies would be too high.

Can I take the puppies out to meet 
other dogs?
The puppies need to be fully protected from their 
vaccinations before they can go out. Until then, 
your garden/courtyard will be perfect for them to 

play in.

Can I adopt one of the puppies?
Of course! You wouldn’t be the first volunteer to adopt 

a puppy they were fostering, but there is absolutely no 
obligation to do so.

What if something goes wrong?
You will have contact numbers for other volunteers and 
the vet in case of anything going wrong.

In addition to regular foster volunteers, we are looking 
for people who are able to be a ‘buffer’ – available to take 
the puppies as soon as they arrive at the shelter wherever 
possible, you would only have them for a few days while 
we organise longer term fostering for them.

If you are able to help or would 
like more information about fostering 

puppies, please call Paul on 

916 616 355

“It’s worth 
one try at fostering to 

see how you get on. No two 
fosters are the same as the pups 
have different characters. The 

sense of achievement when fostering 
is overwhelming. Knowing you are 
starting the journey for the pup to 
have a fresh start and new home.”

Jackie has fostered 30 puppies, 
including one litter of seven!


